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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia).

———

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
February 4, 2016.

I hereby appoint the Honorable ALEXANDER
X. MOONEY to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

—————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

We give You thanks, O merciful God,
for giving us another day.

There have been many prayers this
day rising to You from those engaged
in the political discourse of this Na-
tion. We give You thanks for those who
were able to gather at the National
Prayer Breakfast and those across this
land who joined their prayer intentions
with the many who attended.

Bless the Members of this people’s
House now as they gather to do the leg-
islative work they are called to do.
May their prayers this day be authen-
tic and heard by You, the living God.

May their work be fruitful and bene-
ficial to those whom You favor—the
poor—and may all they do be done in
humility and charity, knowing that we
are all earthen vessels through whom
Your spirit might shine forth.

And, finally, may all that is done
this day be for Your greater honor and
glory.

Amen.

————
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the

last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentlewoman from New York (Ms.
STEFANIK) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. STEFANIK led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to five requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

——————

HONORING EDWARD ROBB “TED”
BARRETT

(Mr. KATKO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
pay tribute to the life of Edward Robb
“Ted” Barrett.

Ted was born on September 14, 1991,
and passed away on January 30, 2016—
far, far too early. Ted was a loving son,
a brother to six, and a loyal friend to
countless more in our community. Ted
had a unique ability to light up any
room he entered. His lighthearted, joy-
ful spirit uplifted everyone he met.

A graduate of Christian Brothers
Academy in Syracuse, of Deerfield
Academy in Massachusetts, and of
Hamilton College, Ted thrived as an
athlete and always looked for ways to
give back to those less fortunate. He
had a passion and a deep admiration
for America’s heroes and valued Team

Red, White, and Blue’s great work in
enriching the lives of veterans in need.

I had the great privilege of knowing
Ted personally and was inspired by his
kindness, his humor, and his love for
his family and country. Ted will al-
ways be remembered as an honorable
young man who touched many lives,
having a lasting positive impact on all
who knew and loved him.

May his name forever be remembered
in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD and in
the great United States of America.

———————

AMERICAN HEROES COLA ACT

(Mr. RUIZ asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. RUIZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise to urge
the swift consideration of H.R. 677, the
American Heroes COLA Act.

This bill includes two of my bills,
H.R. 2691, the Veterans’ Survivors
Claims Processing Automation Act,
and H.R. 732, the Veterans Access to
Speedy Review Act.

The claims and appeals backlog that
is plaguing veterans in my district and
across the Nation is unacceptable. The
Veterans’ Survivors Claims Processing
Automation Act will allow veterans’
surviving families to mourn their loss
and grieve without unnecessary bu-
reaucratic steps in the benefit claims
process.

The Veterans Access to Speedy Re-
view Act will allow veterans to volun-
tarily use video conferencing tech-
nology to accelerate the appeals proc-
ess. Veterans and their families deserve
to have their claims reviewed and to
receive the benefits that they have
earned and deserve in a timely and effi-
cient manner.

I came to Washington to fight for
pragmatic solutions to meet our Na-
tion’s most pressing needs. These two
bills are pragmatic solutions for our
veterans.
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